Summary of teleconference meeting of the Destination Communities Support Interest Group (DSCIG) held on 09 November 2011
The DCSIG Committee has been active in following up on the suggestions that resulted from the Group Member survey. The following is a brief summary of the telemeeting of the DSCIG Board held on 9 November. 
Liaison with other groups
Contact has been made with the International Council for Responsible Tourism (ICRT), End Child Prostitution Pornography and trafficking of children for sexual purposes (ECPAT), Global Alliance for Rabies Control (GARC) and the Travel Foundation. It is hoped to involve representatives from these groups at the Maastricht Congress in 2013. 
Pre-congress symposium
The Board discussed the feasibility of hosting a pre-congress symposium so that sufficient time can be devoted to the various topics that have been proposed. At the ISTM meetings symposia suggestions put forward by the DCSIG to the Scientific Programme Committee need not be accepted. This will be discussed at the open meeting of the DCSIG at the Singapore Congress in May. 
Responsible Traveller Document
The German translation has been made available on the ISTM website. Bookmarks have been sent to every ISTM member with the membership information and subscription renewal packs. 
Document on Sex Tourism
This has been finalized and will shortly be made available on the ISTM website. A bookmark, similar to the one developed for the Responsible Traveller, will soon be available. 
RCISTM Singapore
The DCSIG will be hosting a symposium on “How not to MES it up – aspects of medical, eco and sex tourism”. A poster depicting the activities of the DCSIG which includes the member survey has been submitted to the Scientific Programme Committee. 
A general meeting for those interested in the DCSIG will be held during the Congress and information will be sent out in due course confirming the locale, time and date. 
Maastricht Congress
The Board will submit ideas for symposia at the Congress. 
Activities of other interest groups
At times the activities of the various interest groups could be of importance to specific groups. A proposal was put forward suggesting that the Interest Groups hold a telemeeting so as to update each of the Groups regarding their activities. This was accepted and the first meeting is planned for January 19 2012. 
Travel health Africa: the past, present and future
As the DCISG is tasked with destination communities and Africa being a continent which is now attracting more travellers and expatriates, the South African Society of Travel Medicine invited the Board members to participate in this Congress, which invitation has been accepted. This will provide delegates with an ideal opportunity of learning more about Africa as a travel destination. The Congress, which is ISTM accredited, will be held at the Sandton Convention Centre, Mandela Square, from 13 – 16 September 2012. David Shlim and Patricia Schaglenhauf have both accepted invitations to this meeting. For further information visit www.sastm.org.za 
Next meetings
The DCSIG Board will be holding its next telemeeting on 1 February and will meet face-to-face at the Singapore Conference. 

 
