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April 2009: 38 EuroTravNet Core Sites and Members in 19 countries + key partners
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19 countries

12 core sites

26 members

Pending Applications from 

Ankara, Turkey

Budapest, Hungary

Special Interest:

Eastern Europe





The objectives of WP 1 are to 

hold a single Network secretariat 

responsible for :

• the overall administration of the 

EuroTravNet project (including 

financial oversight), 

• the maintenance of a directory of 

the network members and their 

expertise, 

• the organisation of meetings of 

the Steering Committee and 

Annual meetings of the network 

members, 

• and the preparation and update 

of documents/deliverables for 

dissemination on the ECDC 

website. 

LESSONS LEARNT FROM 

EVENTS RESPONSE

ECDC will ask EuroTravNet for 

advice (risk assessment) on a 

situation (event). 

EuroTravNet may have to 

collaborate with the ECDC if they 

need to send a response team.  

Each “event” must be followed by a 

summary of lessons learned. 

EuroTravNet will make a first draft of 

the lessons learned for the ECDC to 

review and use as they see fit.



SCIENCE WATCH





Project kick-off meeting of the EuroTravNet Steering Committee, Marseille, 

January 9-10, 2009. Left to right: Pedro Arias (ECDC), Fabrice Simon, Philippe 

Parola, Vanessa Field*, David Freedman, Katrin Leitmeyer (ECDC), Pat 

Schlagenhauf, Frank von Sonnenburg (ISTM), Philippe Brouqui, Philippe Gautret, 

Francesco Castelli*

* SC 

members

Rotative 

position 

after 2 

years



Subtask 1: Updated inventory of travel 

medicine resources (infrastructure and 

functions) in Europe by country 

Subtask 2: Updated inventory of global 

travel medicine resources (infrastructures 

and functions) of international 

organizations and main Organizations 

outside Europe such above

Subtask 3: Updated inventory of global 

travel medicine products issued on a 

regular basis by travel medicine 

professionals to assess and manage the 

risks to health associated with travel to 

any country in the world  

Subtask 4: Make a review of the current 

guidelines used in Europe (EU Member 

States, Associated, Candidate and 

EEA/EFTA countries) for giving pre-travel 

advice on the main preventable travel-

related communicable diseases 





A total of 10 questions



Coordinators: Dr Ph. Gautret, Pr Ph. Brouqui, Pr. F. Simon, Dr Ph. Parola, Marseille

+33 6 XX XX XX 

3 Philippes

1 Fabrice

SITES – MEMBERS

PARTNERS

Eurotravnet@yahoo.fr

surveillance@eurotravnet.eu

24/7 on call duty system through which ECDC 

can access all year round the expertise within the 

network

Members will actively patricipate to these activities:

Support outbreak and cluster detection, verification 

and investigation



ECDC will prepare the first draft of the report and EuroTravNet will review it and 

provide data and short paragraphs of comments and discussion. 

EuroTravNet will be expected to have relevant specialists from the network review 

the sections within their specialty. There is no authorship on the document.

Phone Conference Once a week to see if there is any news from the network. 

If there is important or urgent news then ECDC should be notified immediately.



EuroTravNet will be asked to share information but is not required 

to provide data in a routine basis. 

If EuroTravNet learns about a case that is considered to be “important or 

very suspicious”, it is expected to report the case to the ECDC (even if 

the case is just a rumor).  

The rumors should be considered credible and the ECDC only needs to 

be informed if the information implicates a European response.  

All such information transmitted to the ECDC will be considered 

confidential information. If an event is monitored by ECDC, ECDC can 

request EuroTravNet to provide a summary of the situation in Europe: 

Number of cases reported in Europe through the Network and places of 

possible source of infection , for instance.  



Dear colleagues,

I suppose you are all aware there is a rabies outbreak in Bali since last year. A 

recent Promed posting (attached after the email) mentions local media reporting 

failure to comply with WHO recommended control measures in the area. Given the 

uncertainty about immunoglobulin availability they even recommend pre-exposure 

vaccination for tourists to the area. CDC, after the outbreak was declared, posted a 

notice in their webpage 

http://wwwn.cdc.gov/travel/contentRabiesBaliIndonesia2008.aspx which stresses 

control measures such as avoiding animal bites. It also mentions that GeoSentinel 

data indicate that the number of requests for rabies post-exposure prophylaxis has 

increased among travelers returning from Bali since May 2008. In the US there is 

temporary unavailability of rabies pre-exposure vaccine. 

What is the situation in Europe? Can we know if requests for rabies post-exposure 

prophylaxis have also increased among travelers returning from Bali? Is there 

availability of pre-exposure vaccine for those in risk groups? Does anyone have 

more information on the current situation in Bali (availability of Ig, vaccine, etc.)?

Best regards

EXEMPLE OF ECDC REQUEST

ANSWERS IN 72 HOURS

http://wwwn.cdc.gov/travel/contentRabiesBaliIndonesia2008.aspx


Last alert from EuroTravNet

Fabrice Simon from the Military Hospital Laveran in Marseille has just diagnosed a 

case of imported Chikungunya infection in an Air France Hostess who spent a couple 

of days in Singapore.

The French hostess developed fever, polyarthritis and rash on the 06/04/09. 

Diagnosis was confirmed with molecular tools on blood sampled on the 08/04/2009. 

She has stayed for her job in Singapore from 02/04/2009 evening to 04/04/09 evening. 

(No previous trip in the 2 previous weeks). 

The spots that she visited were : botanic garden, rain forest, Sentosa island, Little 

India and Chinatown quarters. Mosquito bites on the 03/04/2009. No excursion out of 

Singapore. 

ISSUES:

• The activity of Ae. albopictus has probably started in 

southern Europe: potential for local transmission 

(remember Italy 2007). 

• Exposure in Singapore.

• PROMED Report



From Poh Lian Lim in Singapore (Geosentinel site in Singapore) in 

Connection with Ministry of health

« We have not been seeing any recent upsurge in Chikungunya local 

transmission, so this notification was a bit surprising.

The case load has dropped off significantly and we are only seeing 

sporadic cases. The last Chik case I saw a month ago acquired her 

infection from Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 

Our MOH is contacting Philippe to see if more details can help us 

pinpoint any transmission issues. We appreciate the notification from 

Philippe, Euro TravNet & GeoSentinel, and our MOH will proactively 

pursue public health measures as appropriate »

EuroTravNet Geosentinel

sites

ECDC



A travel medicine and risk assessment forum will be established on 

an EPIS network.  

Information can be posted on this password-secured website to 

avoid distributing information via email (which is not deemed 

reliable). 

Core sites will be given access to EPIS. Any user will be able to 

initiate discussion. Special forums will be developed for specific 

topics or diseases. Different levels of forums will be established and 

the ECDC will control who has access to certain forums. 



EuroTravNet Steering Commitee
WP 1 + WP 2 +WP 3 representatives

2 representives from 2 Core Sites*

Dr. V. Field, UK**

Dr. M. F. Castelli, Italy**

GeoSentinel Director: Pr. D. Freedman

2 yearly SC Meetings

1 yearly Network Meeting

ECDC/EuroTravNet websites

WP 1: Secretariat and information 

management. Co-ordinator: Dr. Ph. Parola, 

Director of EuroTravNet, France 

WP 2: Travel medicine resources review

Co-ordinator: Dr. Patricia Schlagenhauf, 

Switzerland
WP 3: Epidemic Intelligence and Response 

activities. Co-ordinators: Pr. Ph. Brouqui, 

Dr. Ph. Gautret, France

38 EuroTravNet Core Sites and Members in 19 countries

Expert Panel

External 

Experts

Special 

Consultants

ISTM 

& 

GeoSentinel
Protisavalor

financial and legal management

Partner Institutions

NaTHNaC/HPS/HPA – INVS –

WHO Coll Centres – IMTSSA 

LSTM - BNIT- InfectioPoleSud 

Partner Networks

ENIVD - EuroNHID  

EUDID - EURONETP4 

Co-ordination Schema project management of EuroTravNet. *Rotative position. **Proposed Core Site representatives for the 1st year. 



EuroTravNet within 19 Countries :  12 Core Sites & 26 Network Members

WP 1: 

EuroTravNet 
Secretariat and 

information 

management

WP 3: 

Epidemic Intelligence and 

Response activities

Generic dial-in number

and email (24/7)
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GeoSentinel

Request

List Serv 

System

Partner Institutions

NaTHNaC/HPS/HPA– INVS –
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EUDID - EURONETP4 

Flow chart detailing request and information exchange for EuroTravNet 
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