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StaphTrav: aims & objectives

To study …

� the importation of S. aureus into the EU through
intercontinental travel
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� its contribution towards the prevailing S.aureus
genetic backgrounds

� and towards the emergence of new more virulent and
antibiotic resistant S. aureus strains in the EU



StaphTrav: How does it work?

How does it work?
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How does it work?



StaphTrav: Case definition

� Patient is a permanent resident in a country of the EU

� Submitting centre is located in the country of the
patient’s residence
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� Patient has pus producing skin infection on the day
of the clinic visit

� Onset of skin infections while abroad or within
30 days after return to home country from a trip
outside the EU 



Participating centre's input

1.
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2. 3.



Study centre output
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Note: For research use only!



StaphTrav: Ethical issues

� Ethical approval in Tübingen (mid April 2011) 

� Pseudonymized submission of patient data
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� Participating centres should obtain local
ethical clearance; necessary documents available
for download



StaphTrav: cost

Study centre covers …

� infrastructure 

� lab investigations (culture, genotyping, etc.)
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� lab investigations (culture, genotyping, etc.)

Participating institution covers …

� ethical clearance 

� postage, swabs



StaphTrav: reporting and joint publication

� first phase : 12-24 months

� annual report at EuroTravNet meeting
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� estimated ~ 100-150 S. aureus isolates

� ~ 10-20 isolates per named author

� maximum two authors per participating centre
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www.staphtrav.eu

info@staphtrav.eu
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info@staphtrav.eu


