
2 0 1 6  t o  m i d - 2 0 1 9  I S T M  F o u n d a t i o n  R e p o r t  |  1

2 0 1 6  t o  m i d - 2 0 1 9
istm foundation report

ISTM Foundation



2  |  2 0 1 6  t o  m i d - 2 0 1 9  I S T M  F o u n d a t i o n  R e p o r t

Robert Steffen, President
Robert Steffen, MD, Professor Emeritus at the University of Zurich, Switzerland, was the Head of the Division of Communicable 
Diseases in the Epidemiology, Biostatistics and Prevention Institute and Director of a World Health Organization (WHO) 
Collaborating Centre for Traveller’s Health. Currently, he is also Adjunct Professor in the Epidemiology, Human Genetics 
& Environmental Sciences Division of the University of Texas School of Public Health in Houston, TX, and Honorary Fellow 
of the Australasian College of Tropical Medicine and of the International Society of Travel Medicine (ISTM).

  In the 1970’s Robert Steffen started systematic research on morbidity and mortality of illnesses and accidents 
related to international travel. On the basis of epidemiological evidence he concluded on preventive strategies, 

particularly setting priorities in vaccine preventable diseases, travelers’ diarrhea and malaria. Besides having (co-)authored almost 400 
publications, he was the Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Travel Medicine 2003 to 2011, of the International Journal of Public Health 1994 
to 2000 and Section Editor for Clinical Infectious Diseases 2000 to 2003. He is co-founder of the International Society of Travel Medicine in 
1991 and served as its President-Elect, President and Past-President 1991 to 1997; currently he is Chair of the Liaison Committee.

For 12 years each, Professor Steffen presided the Swiss Federal Commission for Influenza Pandemic Planning and Response and the 
Expert Committee for Travel Medicine; he was Vice-President both of the Federal Commission on Vaccination and of the Swiss Bioterrorism 
Committee. The WHO Headquarters in Geneva often have invited him as advisor or chairman of advisory boards, such as during the 
revision of the International Health Regulations, on malaria and on vaccine preventable diseases in travellers. He is a member of the Virtual 
Interdisciplinary Advisory Group on Mass Gatherings and currently again serves as Chair of the IHR Emergency Committee on Ebola.

About the ISTM Foundation
The ISTM Foundation supports the scientific underpinnings of Travel and Tropical Medicine in order to best provide for the health and 
wellbeing of all people crossing international borders, whether they be leisure travellers, business travelers, migrants and refugees, those 
going to visit friends and relatives in their native lands, or workers on humanitarian and rescue missions. The Foundation also works to 
raise awareness of social, environmental, cultural, and health issues that result from travel, population movement, and tourism within 
destination communities, and conducts research to develop strategies to protect these communities from the negative impacts of 
population movement.

The Foundation provides grants for important research in Travel Medicine, helps to support GeoSentinel, an emerging infectious disease 
surveillance network, and supports a multi-organizational approach in addressing the special healthcare challenges of migrants and 
refugees, and their destination communities, across the globe. The ISTM, a worldwide network of physicians passionate about health and 
wellbeing of all people crossing international borders, has established this Foundation to draw on the unique and extensive awareness 
of global health concerns gleaned from in working in underserved areas, areas plagued by epidemics and tropical disease, and in 
medical disaster relief. 

“International tourist arrivals grew by  

6% in 2018 to 1.4 billion.” (UNWTO)
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Peter Leggat, Secretary-Treasurer
Peter A. Leggat, MD, PhD, DrPH, is Professor and co-Director of the World Health Organization 
(WHO) Collaborating Centre for Vector-borne and Neglected Tropical Diseases, James 
Cook University, Australia. He is a medical and higher doctorate graduate from the University 
of Queensland, Australia. A former Fulbright Scholar (2002-03), he has studied and worked 
in many countries, especially in the Asia-Pacific region. He has consulted with various 
organisations, including the Australian Defence Force, the Therapeutic Goods Authority, 
and the WHO. 

Professor Leggat has more than 30 years’ experience as a director in the not-for-profit sector. Since 2013, he has 
been on the Board of St John Ambulance Australia, part of St John International, an international charity working 
in 39 countries globally. He is Past President of The Australasian College of Tropical Medicine and President-Elect 
of the International Society of Travel Medicine. He was formerly Director-General of the World Safety Organization 
(WSO) and has served more than 20 years on the WSO Board of Directors at various times between 1989 and 
2018. He was elected a Fellow of the Australian Institute of Company Directors in 1991. 

Professor Leggat has been honoured with admission as a Member of the Order of Australia (AM) in 2013 and 
promotion to Commander of the Order of St John (CStJ) in 2016.
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Christina Greenaway, Board Member
Chris Greenaway, is an infectious disease physician, clinician researcher and internationally 
recognized expert in migrant health. Her research program has focused on identifying 
and addressing the infectious disease health disparities among migrants. The overall 
objective of her research program is to promote the health of the migrant population 
and decrease their health disparities. To achieve this she has conducted observational 
studies, retrospective cohort studies with large linked administrative datasets, systematic 
reviews, economic analyses and has developed screening and clinical guidelines for 

migrants in Canada and Europe using the GRADE (Grading of Recommendations Assessment, Development 
and Evaluation) methodology.

Dr. Greenaway has a long standing interest in TB and been involved in clinical care of patients with TB for almost 
20 years having established the TB clinic at the Jewish General Hospital in 2001. She has conducted research 
related to the diagnosis and treatment of TB and the TB burden and screening strategies for the migrant 
population. She has written screening guidelines for active and latent TB for the Canadian Collaboration for 
Immigrant and Refugee Health (CMAJ 2011) and for the European Centers for Disease Control. She is a co-PI 
on a multi-province CIHR funded study (2017-2020) that is using linked administrative databases to develop a 
risk prediction tool for the development of active TB among migrants. This data will be used to determine the 
most cost-effective screening and treatment strategy to achieve TB elimination in Canada.

Martin Grobusch, Board Member
Professor Martin Peter Grobusch (MD, PhD, MSc, DTM&H, FRCP) specialized in internal 
medicine, infectious diseases and tropical medicine in the UK and in Berlin, Germany. 
Following a period of full-time research at the Institute of Tropical Medicine in Tübingen, 
Germany, and the Albert Schweitzer Hospital in Lambaréné, Gabon, he was appointed Full 
Professor (Chair) of Infectious Diseases at the University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, 
South Africa in 2005. In 2010, he became Professor (Chair) of Tropical Medicine and 
Travel Medicine and Head of the Center of Tropical Medicine and Travel Medicine at the 

University of Amsterdam. He is Visiting Professor at the University of Tübingen, Germany; Clinical Work Group 
Leader at CERMEL in Lambaréné, Gabon;  Adjunct Member and Professor at the Institute of Infectious Diseases 
and Molecular Medicine at the University of Cape Town, South Africa; and Director of the Masanga Medical 
Research Center in Masanga, Sierra Leone. MPG’s main research interests are malaria, HIV/tuberculosis and co-
infections, viral haemorrhagic fevers, travel medicine and general infectious diseases topics. He has published 
more than 400 peer-reviewed papers (h-index: 51) and contributes to several  journals in editorial functions as 
well as in various functions to several infectious diseases-related societies (MPG is ISTM Fellow).
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Kevin Kain, Board Member
Dr. Kain’s research efforts are focused on new diagnostics and interventions for global infectious disease threats 
particularly as they pertain to maternal-child health, migrants and travellers. His efforts are also focused on global 
equity, knowledge sharing including the transfer of appropriate technologies and the training of research scientists 
in low and middle income countries, enabling and empowering them to address global health problems in a 
sustainable fashion. Dr. Kain is the recipient of the C. Woolf Award for the Excellence in Teaching from the University of 
Toronto, a Career Scientist Award from the Ministry of Health, the Bailey Ashford Medal from the American Society for 
Tropical Medicine, awarded for “Distinguished work in tropical medicine”, and the SL Medal (from Mahidol University, 

Thailand) for “Outstanding Achievements and International Leadership in Malaria Research”. Dr Kain was profiled by TIME magazine as one 
of “Canada’s Best in Medicine”. He has also received the: Pfizer Visiting Professorship, University of Washington; Fred Barrett Lectureship, 
University of Tennessee; Distinguished Global Health Service Award, University of California; The Henry Wong Lectureship In Medicine, 
MacMaster University; Tom Marrie Lectureship, University of Alberta; Forbes Lectureship, University of Melbourne. He has over 335 peer-
reviewed publications with an h-index of 73.

Joseph Torresi, Board Member
Prof Torresi is an infectious diseases physician at Knox Private hospital, Epworth Eastern hospital, Box Hill and the Austin 
hospital Hepatitis Service, Victoria, Australia. He is a Fellow of the Royal Australasian College of Physicians, the Faculty 
of Travel Medicine of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow and has a PhD in Microbiology. Prof 
Torresi heads the Hepatitis Virology Research laboratory in the Department of Microbiology and Immunology at the 
Peter Doherty Institute, University of Melbourne and the travel medicine service at Eastern Infectious Diseases and Travel 
Medicine in Boronia. He was the former director and is now co-director for the Melbourne GeoSentinel Surveillance 
network, the current chair of the Older Travellers Special Interest group and chair of the ISTM Publications Committee. 

He is the author of over 150 publications including original papers, reviews and book chapters and books. He has been chair of numerous 
conferences and committees including the 2nd and 3rd Southern Cross Conference of Travel Medicine 2018, CISTM8, CISTM9, associate 
chair CISTM10, Chair of the 4th Regional ISTM, (APICTM 2008), Viral Hepatitis SIG of the Australasian Society for Infectious Diseases, Co-chair, 
7th Australasian Viral Hepatitis Conference, 2010. His papers have over 7000 citations and he has a h-Index of 46.

Diane Nickolson, Executive Director
Joining the Secretariat in 2010, Diane brings more than 20 years of experience in professional societies to ISTM. She 
has worked with healthcare associations and international societies as both a manager and a consultant throughout 
her career. Highlights of her career includes more than fourteen years with the American Bar Association as a director 
in its continuing legal education department. She served as Deputy Director to an international medical society. 
Immediately prior to coming to ISTM, she served as Executive Director of a national optometric association, focusing 
on strategic planning, accreditation and certification programs, membership and marketing, as well as the typical 
functions relating to managing an association. 

Phyllis Kozarsky, Board Member
Phyllis Kozarsky, MD is a Professor Emerita in Medicine and Infectious Diseases at Emory University. She started Emory’s 
travel and tropical disease clinic in 1988 and began working as a consultant to US CDC’s Division of Global Migration 
and Quarantine (DGMQ) shortly thereafter as the chief of Travelers’ Health. She remains a consultant to CDC’s DGMQ 
in Travelers’ Health and is the chief medical editor of CDC’s Health Information for International Travel, also known as 
the “Yellow Book.”

Dr. Kozarsky has also been a consultant to many organizations including the Coca-Cola Company, Delta Airlines, 
CNN, and Habitat for Humanity International, and now consults for Hollywood Health and Society. She is the author of 

many peer-reviewed articles, and is an active member many professional societies where she has held leadership positions, including the 
International Society of Travel Medicine and the American Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene. She has received numerous awards 
for her work, several from the US Department of Health and Human Services, where she earned a Secretary’s award for Distinguished 
Service. Dr. Kozarsky was one of the founders of the ISTM and of the GeoSentinel Surveillance system, where she serves as senior advisor. 
Her current research efforts have primarily focused on issues in clinical tropical medicine and travelers’ health including the epidemiology 
of travel-related infections.

In Recognition of Bradley Connor:
The ISTM Foundation Past President, Dr Bradley Connor has tendered his resignation in April 2019. He has personally been very active 
in the ISTM Foundation in successful initial steps. Thus the ISTM Foundation has been able to support a number of ISTM initiatives during 
his Presidency, including the travelers’ diarrhea summit and the International Conference on Migration Health, to name just a few.
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Research Awards

Measuring neutralizing antibodies against yellow 
fever virus ten years after intradermal yellow fever 
vaccination with 1/5th-fractional dose 
Anna H.E. Roukens, The Netherlands, Principal 
Investigator

Elucidating metagenomic markers of prolonged 
diarrhoea in returned travellers 
Katherine Gibney, Australia, Principal Investigator

The Association Between the Proportion of 
Pharmacists Authorized to Administer Injections and 
the Proportion of Patients Adherent to Multiple-Dose 
Travel Vaccine Regimens: A Retrospective Cohort 
Analysis of Administrative Data in Alberta, Canada 
Sherilyn Houle, Canada, Principal Investigator

Do Multiplex Molecular Diagnostics improve 
outcomes for Travellers in a Resource-poor Setting 
with Travellers’ Diarrhea and Respiratory Illness? 
Prativa Pandey, Nepal, Principal Investigator

Real-time remote monitoring of malaria 
chemoprophylaxis adverse events through 
Smartphone application (Trip App) 
Natalia Rodriguez Valero, Spain. Principal Investigator

The SEVTRAV Study-Severe, undiagnosed infections in 
returning travelers- A GeoSentinel Collaboration 
Eskild Petersen, Denmark/Oman, Principal Investigator

Determining optimal, equitable and cost-effective 
strategies to prevent cases of travel-related 
infections in VFRs and other travellers at risk 
Rachel Savage, Canada, Principal Investigator

Imported Doxycycline Responding Illness (IDRI) 
Daniel Camprubi Ferrer, Spain, Principal Investigator

2016-2018 Research Award Winners

The ISTM is committed to support research in LMIC (low 
and middle income countries) including the grants 
provided for the projects below.

The ISTM Foundation granted 14 research awards between 
2016 and 2018 for a total of USD 183,284.53. The funding 
of these awards was provided for by grants from the 
International Society of Travel Medicine, and the awards 
were reviewed and granted through a rigorous peer 
review process.

Optimized travel clinic referrals through online 
international flight booking pathways 
Ben Coghlan, Australia, Principal Investigator.

Harnessing the blood transcriptome to study the 
effects of multiple vaccinations in travelers 
Mirella Salvatore, United States of America, Principal 
Investigator

Review of mobile applications for travel medicine for 
practitioners and patients  
Mirella Sheila Seed, United States of America, 
Principal Investigator on behalf of the ISTM 
Pharmacist Professional Group 

Pathogens Identification and Antimicrobial 
Susceptibility Testing on Travellers’ Diarrhea Cases in 
Bali, Indonesia  
Arak Agung Sri Agung Aryastuti, Indonesia, Principal 
Investigator.

The Incidence and Cost of Travel Related Dengue 
Case Among International Travellers During Visit to 
Bali, Indonesia 
Wayan Citra Wulan Sucipta Putri, Indonesia, Principal 
Investigator

Health Knowledge, Attitudes and Practices on 
Traveler’s Diarrhoea among International Travelers to 
Kenya from Western and Asian countries,  
Daniel Munyambu Mutonga, Kenya, Principal 
Investigator 

“More than 2.5 billion 

people in over 100 

countries are at risk of 

contracting Dengue.” 

(WHO)
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One of the best known programs of the ISTM is the GeoSentinel Surveillance Network. The ISTM Foundation has prioritized increasing 
the funding for this very important project and will focus much of its outreach to secure additional financial support. GeoSentinel was 
created in 1995 as a joint project between the International Society of Travel Medicine (ISTM) and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC).

Ge   Sentinel

With the recognition of growing problems related to emerging 
infectious diseases, global health security has become an 
important agenda item for many countries. New pathogens, 
drug resistance, the potential for accidental or purposeful 
release of hazardous bioagents, and the globalization of travel 
and trade continue to be challenges.

Surveillance of Travelers: Impact of GeoSentinel
Living in a global village, travelers can spread emerging 
infections rapidly. GeoSentinel provides early identification 
of outbreaks using travelers and immigrants as sentinels of 
infection, or indicators of adverse vaccination reactions, as 
shown over the last two decades. In many cases, GeoSentinel’s 
unique surveillance capabilities identified these illnesses before 
national health authorities were aware of an outbreak.

•	GeoSentinel cases were sentinels in the outbreak of yellow 
fever in Ilha Grande, Brazil (2018)

•	 The re-emergence of native rabies in Norway with a fatal case, 
the first in more than one hundred years (2019)

•	Serious Adverse Events (SAEs) associated with vaccinations, 
such as yellow fever vaccine (2018)

•	Chikungunya infection in a previously non-endemic area of 
Thailand (2019)

“Diseases such as Chagas 

disease, leishmaniasis 

and schistosomiasis affect 

hundreds of millions 

of people worldwide. 

Many of these diseases 

are preventable through 

informed protective 

measures.” (WHO)

Surveillance Network

“The worldwide incidence of dengue 

has risen 30-fold in the past 30 years, 

and more countries are reporting their 

first outbreaks of the disease.” (WHO) 

GeoSentinel Leadership Team
Davidson Hamer, United States of America, Principal Investigator

Vanessa Field, United Kingdom, Chair of the Tracking and 
Communications Working Group

Philippe Gautret, France, Chair of the Special Projects Working 
Group

Kevin Kain, Canada, Chair of the Enhanced Clinical Surveillance 
Working Group

Karin Leder, Australia, Chair of the Data Collection Working 
Group



2 0 1 6  t o  m i d - 2 0 1 9  I S T M  F o u n d a t i o n  R e p o r t  |  7

Financial Report
Management’s Discussion and Analysis
The ISTM Foundation financial statement of activities as prepared by the independent audit firm is presented below.  We are pleased 
to report since it’s inception in 2015, the ISTM Foundation has supported programs to the amount of USD 404,846.  With the in-kind 
administrative support provided by the International Society of Travel Medicine, the Foundation has spent 94% of every dollar raised 
directly on projects and programs.

International Society of Travel Medicine 
Foundation, Inc.
ISTM Foundation, Inc. Revenue 2015-2018 In USD

The charts on this page present the expenditures for programming and 
operational support as well as the revenues and in-kind support received 
between 2015 and 2018.  The ISTM Foundation Fiscal Year runs from 1 
July through 30 June.

The ISTM Foundation is dedicated to effectively using its resources and 
donor contributions for the programs and projects that will continue to 
provide for research, education, surveillance and support of the global 
travel medicine community.

“The ISTM Foundation Board 

is committed to spend very 

little on operating costs, and 

to focus the majority of its 

spending on its programs.  

With the donation of the 

administrative support of the 

International Society of Travel 

Medicine, this is possible.”
Society Restricted Donations 255,898

Society In Kind Operational Support 85,835

In Kind Corporate Donations 120,000

Individual and Corporate Donations 54,314

Total Revenue and In-Kind Support 516,047

Expense

Total Program Activities 404,846

In-Kind Operational Support 85,835

Operational Expense 19,788

Total Expense and In-Kind Operational Support 510,469

Program Activities

Research Grants 82,000

In Kind Equipment Donation to Clinic in Nepal 120,000

Travelers Diarrhea Summit and Production of 
Guidelines

81,139

283,139

Where do donations go?

Total Donations without in-kind 430,212

Project Expense without in-kind 404,846

Operational Expense (without in-kind donation) 19,788

% of Each Donated Dollar Directly Supported 
Projects

94.10

255,898

85,835

120,000

54,314
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Society In Kind Operational Support

In Kind Corporate Donations

Individual and Corporate Donations

ISTM Foundation 2015-2018 Revenue in USD

404,846

85,835

19,788

ISTM Foundation 2015-2018 Expense in USD
[Total 510,469]

Total Program Activities In-Kind Operational Support Operational Expense



The ISTM Foundation is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization. The Foundation greatly appreciates your support and thanks you for your 
commitment to developing tomorrow’s leading healthcare professionals addressing travel medicine and global mobility health. 
Donations may be by check made out to ISTM Foundation or be given online at www.ISTMFoundation.org on our secure portal. 

For more information, please contact:
ISTM Foundation

Diane Nickolson, Executive Director, 1200 Ashwood Parkway, Suite 500, Dunwoody, GA USA
Email: DNickolson@ISTM.org | Phone: +1.404.373.8282 | Fax: +1.404.373.8283

“Global displacement is at a record high, 

with the number of internally displaced 

at over 40 million and the number of 

refugees more than 22 million.”  

(IOM 2018 World Migration Report)

“International tourist arrivals grew by 7 % 

in 2017 to 1,323 million. By 2030, UNWTO 

forecasts international tourist arrivals  

to reach 1.8 billion.”  

(UNWTO Tourism Towards 2030)

Migrant and Refugee Health 
Initiatives
Almost 258 Million people as of 2017, around 3.4% of the world population are international migrants.  Migrant populations are 
heterogeneous and are facing a broad range of health needs. Migration medicine is a rapidly developing discipline.  

Along with other international partners, such as the International Organization on Migration, the European Centers for Disease Control, 
and the US Centers for Disease Control, the ISTM gathered public health officials and migration medicine specialists in October 2018 
to focus on the health aspects affecting migrant populations and their introduction to and impact on their host communities. Work is 
continuing amongst these organizations to address these critical issues.  

Older Travelers
Between 2015 and 2050, the proportion of the world’s population over 60 years will nearly double from 12% to 22%. The world is 
becoming more globally mobile while life expectancy is steadily climbing to an all-time high. Older travellers have special considerations 
and unique challenges that are important to address in preventing travel related illness. 

To address this rapidly increasing group of travellers, the ISTM will foster the development of recommendations for older travellers.


